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Agenda

1. Project Recap

2. Summary of Proposed Updates:

a. Landscape Regulations

b. Street & Shade Tree Lists

c. Residential Guidebook

3. Questions/ Feedback



Project Recap

IMPETUS

● Long-lasting drought conditions;  
● Requests, most from businesses, to be allowed to install different 

landscaping than what the City currently requires;  
● Concerns about how deviating from the current requirements would 

lead to ugly/unmaintained sites in the City;  
● Efforts from other entities to encourage or mandate reductions in water 

use.



Project Recap

MAIN PROJECT COMPONENTS

1. New and updated landscape requirements as well as changes to related 
portions of the Municipal Code that specifically address water-wise 
elements .

2. Updated Street and Shade Tree List including a Prohibited Tree List.
3. New Residential Guidebook targeted towards single-family home 

owners. 



Project Recap

PROPOSED CHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

● The creation of distinct processes and requirements for single-family 
homes on individual lots and other land uses;  

● Requirements for single-family homes on individual lots are left nearly, if 
not entirely, the same as they are today.  

● Changes to the submittal and improvement requirements for 
non-residential and multi-family developments;  

● Landscaping plans and landscape improvements for non-residential and 
multi-family developments would be based on a maximum amount of 
water that a site would be allowed to use.

● More consistent and less redundant Municipal Code.



PROPOSED
LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS

A. Purpose 
B. Requirements for Single-family and Twin Home Residential 

Uses 
C. Requirements for New and Rehabilitated 

Developer/Contractor Installed Landscapes for Residential 
Subdivisions, Professional Office, Public, Commercial and 
Industrial Uses 

D. Requirements for All Project Types 
E. Plan Review, Construction Inspection and 

Post-Construction Monitoring
F. Links and References 



A. Purpose
● Conserving public water resources and promoting water efficient landscapes are made explicit 

in the purpose statement.

B. Requirements for Single-family and Twin Home Residential Uses
● Made separate and distinct from other uses in the code.

● Water-conserving designs are encouraged.

● If size permits, the landscaped areas of the front yard, side and rear yards should follow 
Localscapes® five-step process.

PROPOSED LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS



C.  Landscape Requirements for New and Rehabilitated 
Developer/Contractor Installed Landscapes for Residential 
Subdivisions, Professional Office, Commercial and Industrial uses

● New Water-Conserving Landscape Design Requirements for this section:

○ General Water-conserving Design Considerations
○ Plant Selection
○ Landscape Plan Documentation Package

PROPOSED LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS



D.  Requirements for All Project Types
● General requirements for:

○ Irrigations systems
○ Mulch
○ Living plant cover at maturity
○ Lawn installation

● Trees:
○ Selection and Standards
○ Prohibited Tree List
○ Street Trees and Park Strip Design

● Other Standards, Requirements and Maintenance Considerations:
○ Artificial Turf as Ground Cover Zero-scape not permitted
○ Shrub maturity and landscape maintenance requirements
○ Discretion of the Community Development Director

PROPOSED LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS



E.  Plan Review, Construction Inspection and Post-Construction 
Monitoring
● Landscape Plan Documentation Package requirements

○ Must be stamped by a professionally licensed landscape architect (PLA)

● Landscape Irrigation System
○ Should be installed by an IA certified irrigation contractor.

● During construction, site inspection may be performed by the Community Development 
Department.

● A guarantee of the installation of landscaping as approved shall be made to the City

F.  Links and References
● A comprehensive matrix and list of specific and relevant online websites, reports and 

references that support this chapter of the Zoning Ordinance will be provided.

PROPOSED LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS



SAMPLE LANDSCAPE DOCUMENTATION PACKAGE ELEMENTS



OTHER

LANDSCAPING REGULATIONS
● Fencing and Clear Vision Area
● Street Trees and Park Strip Design (Incorporated into the 

revised Landscape Regulations)



PROPOSED
STREET & SHADE TREE LISTS

A. Small Street And Shade Trees
B. Medium Street And Shade Trees
C. Large Street And Shade Trees
D. Prohibited Trees



PROPOSED STREET & SHADE TREE LISTS



PROPOSED
RESIDENTIAL GUIDEBOOK

A. Introduction
B. Landscape Design Simplified
C. Th Localscapes Approach
D. Principles of Water-Wise Landscaping
E. Inspiration & Resources
F. Resource Matrix
G. Works Cited

PRIMARY PURPOSE: to educate and encourage single-family 
home-owners interested in converting their yards with 
water-conserving landscape approaches. 



PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL GUIDEBOOK SAMPLE



PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL GUIDEBOOK SAMPLE



PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL GUIDEBOOK SAMPLE



QUESTIONS/ FEEDBACK?


